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"Lest We Forget"
Pioneer Legends of the Permian Basin

Director of Bands, Robert E. Lee High School, Midland, TX

Several years ago John Carroll, Jeff Whitaker, and I felt that something needed to be done by The

Texas Bandmasters Association to recognize, appreciate, and not forget the great pioneer band directors

of our state. Thanks to Mike Brashear and Brian Merrill this effort has come to fruition. Last year's

Pioneer Legends clinic at TBAwas about the great band directors and their programs from East Texas. It

was certainly profound and meaningful. This has certainly become a monumental task when you realize

the number of great band directors who have come before us. Our first thought was to have this clinic

cover all of West Texas. Then we realized what a huge project that would be. The Permian Basin alone

has had so many great band directors that we decided to limit our clinic to just that area of the state.

The Permian Basin includes the following communities: Midland, Odessa, Big Spring, Coahoma,

Forsan, Snyder, Andrews, Monahans, Lamesa, Seminole, Kermit, Wink, Pecos, Ft. Stockton, Crane,

McCamey, Grand Falls, Iraan, Stanton, Garden City, Rankin and Big Lake. It is amazing the number of

really great band programs that existed in this relatively small area of the state. Hundreds of great

teachers have taught band in the Permian Basin. They all deserve to be recognized. We further decided

to limit our clinic to members from the Texas Bandmasters Hall of Fame that had developed outstanding

band programs in the Permian Basin.

Thanks to [. R. McEntyre, Bill [, Dean, and Dan M.Gibbs for comprising our panel today. Each of

these gentlemen have had truly fine band programs in their own right. The standards of excellence that

they expected from there students has turned them into "Living Legends." The impact they have had on

their students has really changed the world. Many of their former students have pursued music as a

career. These gentlemen and their fellow directors certainly are Who's Who in the band world of this

area, state, and country. They have wanted this clinic to not be about them, but their colleagues, mentors

and "Heroes."

Who best could tell the story of bands in the Permian Basin other than ].R. McEntyre, Bill Dean and

Dan Gibbs? Their combined experience has witnessed this area from the 1930's to the present time.

They were here when the oil industry, tumble weeds, sand storms, tornadoes, drought, hail, rain,

sunrises, sunsets, band, ball, and bull were what the Permian Basin was all about. They began teaching in



a time when there were no music stores and no one had an assistant band director. At this time, teachers

commanded the respect of all members of the community.

The Permian Basin is a large area of West Texas and Southeastern New Mexico. It is approximately

300 miles North to South and 250 miles East to West. Spanish explorers traversed many parts of the

Permian Basin. Apache and Comanche Indians made sporadic raids on ranchers and travelers in the area,

but never really claimed the area for themselves. The land was full of Mesquite trees, tumble weeds and

cactus. It was mostly flat as a pancake. Most people would not consider it to be like the Garden of Eden.

You might ask why anyone in their right mind would settle here. Well it all started when it was decided to

build a railroad from Fort Worth to San Diego California. It didn't make it all the way. Instead it joined

into a Southern Pacific rail line. The many towns along the line were originally water stops for the trains.

The water stops were approximately 40 miles apart. Small towns began to be built around the water

stops. Part of the original deal to build the railroad was that the owners of the railroad would receive a

grant of land on both sides of the track consisting of every other section, many townships deep. There are

normally 36 sections in a township, and each section is normally 640 acres. In many locations, townships

were up to ten deep, which meant that it was approximately 50 to 60 miles on each side of the track .. It

was a giant checkerboard consisting of millions of acres. The original surveyor that established the

boundaries of all the sections and townships was not very accurate. Some believe he must have drunk a

lot, or he was chased by Indians. The original settlers were mostly Farmers, ranchers, storekeepers and

bankers. In 1931 oil was discovered and the label of "Permian Basin" came about. Since that time the area

has become one of the most prolific oil producers in the world. Many of the towns sprang up because of

the oil industry. The owners of Texas and Pacific Railway probably never dreamed that a large portion of

their land had oil under it, and they owned the mineral rights to it. The mineral rights from T & P

properties were later spun off into a separate company called TXL,and later sold to Texaco, which in turn

was bought by Chevron.

Ordinary residents of the area are big-hearted, friendly, hardworking people who are proud of

their heritage. The Permian Basin has produced nationally recognized people including two Presidents,

two First Ladies, two Governors, General Tommy Franks and these great band directors. These directors

represent the best of our nation and speak to a unique time in the history of this area. They also serve as

inspiration to all of us that follow in their footsteps.



My Time in Odessa: 1953-1981
Written by Bill J. Dean

After World War II, I returned to Baylor University and finished a BBA in 1948. I missed music so

much I returned and graduated from the Baylor in the summer of 1950. I enjoyed teaching the next two

and a half years in Haskell, Texas. In 1953 I was invited to interview for the newly added assistant's

position at Odessa High School way out in the Permian Basin. During this period of time, Odessa was all

about Band, Ball, and Bull. After my interview with Mr. Robert L. Maddox, Iwas taken to a junior high

football game between Crockett and Bowie Junior High School. (I can't wait to mention this experience

during the clinic today).

These large junior high schools sent well taught students to Odessa High School. Bowie and

Crockett usually sent 60 plus students each year to OHS. The strength and maturity of each individual

musician was outstanding. These students also had impeccable marching fundamentals when they

reached OHS. (I have a few stories to tell here that are hard to believe). Up to and through the mid-fifties,

U.I.Lcontest for our bands involved solo and ensemble, concert playing, sightreading, student

conducting, and marching all on the same day. (How this was done to be a topic later this clinic hour.)

1worked with Mr. Maddox at OHS for two and a half years, and as new schools were built several

changes took place. I followed Mr. J.R.McEntyre at Bowie as he opened Bonham Junior High School. Some

three years later in1959, Robert Maddox became the Supervisor of Music, J.R McEntyre opened Permian

High School, and I returned ~oOdessa High School. We both did the high school programs alone for many

years before being given the help of an assistant director. Mr. Gene Smith had been the director at
.»

Crockett Junior High School, and in the late 1957, he opened Ector High School on the south side of

Odessa.

I feel there were many legends in the area of the Permian Basin. Those that come to me and I'm

sure I'm leaving some out in the early years were; Wesley C. May, Robert L. Maddox, J.R McEntyre, Dan

Gibbs, G.T.Gilligan, Gene Smith, Everett Maxwell, Bill Carrico, and earlier Earl Ray. These wonderful

people were my friends, mentors, and heroes. We all helped each other along the way survive and

become successful teachers. After I left Odessa in 1982, I directed the Symphonic Band at Texas A&M

University and assisted with the TAMUMarching Band. Myyears in Odessa from 1953 through 1981

were very rewarding. 1 still remember enough to fill a book.



Recollections
Bands in the Permian Basin Since 1958

Written by Dan M. Gibbs

Although I have lived in the Permian Basin of West Texas over fifty years, I actually grew up in

East Texas. After attending elementary school in Murchison through the eighth grade, we transferred to

Brownsboro. Some of the first friends I met told me I should join the band, and my band career began

when my parents rented a Holton trombone for me for six dollars a month. The band director was a self-

taught Baptist preacher, whose claim to fame was his ability to play the "musical saw" and it was the only

instrument he played. The next year, they hired a new band director. He was a country-western cello

player, who left at midterm my junior year. We did not have a director the rest of that year. In 1953, my

senior year, Roger Winslow, a brand new twenty-three year old band director from Western State College

in Gunnison, Colorado came to Brownsboro. Until midterm, I had planned to be a high school English

teacher, but all that changed through the influence of Roger Winslow. When I saw what an impact he had

on us country kids, and what a difference he made in our lives, I decided "that's what I want to be."

Roger's advice to young band directors was "it's for the kids, and they deserve your very best every day".

After graduation, at age seventeen, I married my one and only wife Shirley and enrolled at Tyler

Junior College. She got a secretarial job to pay the bills, and put me through college. I got the degrees, but

she had the brains. I transferred to North Texas State College, and she got a job in Dallas and commuted

until I finished. After graduation from North Texas at age twenty, Mr. McAdow invited me to stay to get

my master's degree and become the graduate assistant band director. This turned out to be the greatest

thing that ever happened to !lly career. Through studying conducting and working daily with Mr.

McAdow, I learned that there is a lot !D0re to making music than just playing the right notes and rhythms.

He taught me that music really comes from the "heart and soul", and he gave me a daily example of the

attributes of a real gentleman.

At age twenty-one, married for a little over four years, and with a master's degree, I was hired to

be the junior high director in Monahans, Texas. The Monahans superintendent drove four hundred miles

to Denton to hire me, and he insisted on me signing a contract there without ever having been to West

Texas. When we arrived in Monahans, we understood why he made t~at trip.

My introduction to UILmarching contest was a total shock It was the first one I had ever

witnessed, and my band marched between J.R.McEntyre's Bonham band, and Bill Dean's Bowie band.

That's an experience I will never forget. The junior high band programs in Odessa were the best in Texas,

and, in my opinion, they set the standard for bands in the Permian Basin. In the '50s, there were some



"world-class" band directors in the Odessa program, including J. R McEntyre, Bill Dean, Ralph Mills, Gene

Smith, and Carl Lobitz. Many more were to follow. Gene Smith said of his colleagues, "We loved each

other like brothers. We and our families were together almost every day. We ate, slept, and breathed

'band', but there was nothing we wouldn't do to beat each other".

After three years trying to compete with these awesome groups (we never could quite measure

up), I became the high school director in Monahans. At that time, G.T. Gilligan had been at Kermit since

1947, Everett Maxwell in Andrews since 1947, and Bill Carrico in Pecos since 1953. These were three of

the finest 3-A (now 4A) bands in Texas, and I thought, "if we could ever have a band as good as Kermit,

Andrews, and Pecos, we've got it made". Well, we were able to compete after a few years. Then, guess

what: along came Don Hanna (from Crockett Jr. High in Odessa) to be the band director in Ft. Stockton in

1969. Don and I became the best of friends, and had some fierce competitions for ten years, before he

became director of bands in Denton in 1979. I believe these ten years made better directors of both of us.

These were some of the best years of my career. As Gene Smith said of his Odessa band director friends:

"were great friends, bUL." I consider it a privilege and honor to call Don Hanna my friend these past

forty-five plus years. My son Tony worked for Don at Strickland Jr. High in Denton for five years, and

then became the high school director in Ft. Stockton. (Small world, isn't it?)

The very best decision I ever made as a band director was in 1964, when I hired Jerry Finnell to be

the junior high band director in Monahans. Jerry's wonderful and dedicated teaching during those five

years was the foundation that the Monahans High School Band was built on. After five incredible years in

Monahans, do you know where Jerry went? It was to Crockett Junior High in Odessa. After four years

there, he went on to finish an amazing career at Vines High School in Plano. Jerry lost his battle with

cancer last January, and it was my privilege to sing for Jerry's memorial Service. Texas has lost a band

director legend, who was one of the finest gentlemen I have ever known. And by the way, when I hired

Jerry to come to Monahans, guess where he signed his contract: in Mr. McAdow's office in Denton. When

Jerry left Monahans, I thought we would not be able to find anyone who could replace him, but I was

wrong. I hired Ronnie Vaughn, a graduate from West Texas State, who did exemplary work until 1981. I

never knew a better one.

In 1971, I had the good fortune to hire Ronnie Smith, one of my college friends from North Texas

to be my associate director. From that point on, we stayed together for my entire career. In 1976, it was

my good fortune to add a fourth staff member, and that was Jeppie Wilson, one of my all-state tuba

players who graduated from West Texas State. This is, in my biased opinion, was the most incredible

band staff that ever existed up to that time.

I believe God has a place that each of us is supposed to be, and I am grateful that I found that place

in 1958. When we came to Monahans, I planned to get out of this "God-forsaken place" after a couple of

years, but instead have remained. We have learned that there may be prettier places than the Permian

Basin of West Texas, but there are no better people.



BANDS IN THE PERMIAN BASIN

J. R. McEntyre

In the Beginning

Before there were school bands in this area, there were only town bands (community
bands). The members of these bands were business men, doctors, dentists, lawyers and
civic leaders who were mostly self-taught with a bit of help from the town band
director. These bands played concerts for the townspeople, mostly in the summer-time,
from band stands in the city park or at the courthouse with audiences sitting on the
grass. These bands also competed in concert contests sponsored by the West Texas
Chamber of Commerce. The contests were scheduled during conventions and not only
provided entertainment for those attending but also an opportunity to support their
bands.

During the late twenties and through the mid-thirties, school bands were organized and

rehearsals were held after school. Later on bands were recognized as part of the school
curriculum. During this time the oil fields of the Permian Basin were well-developed and
many of the schools were funded by taxes paid primarily by the oil companies. This
financial support allowed school bands as well as football teams and other activities to
progress very rapidly. One of the most active boom towns was Wink, which at that time
developed the best high school band in the Permian Basin, along with also having the
best football team. One of the early band directors of the Wink band was Earl Ray who
also had been band director for the Monahans High School band. Later on, Earl moved
to Lubbock and became owner of his own music company, mostly in support of bands.
Earl traveled throughout the area selling band instruments and mentoring band
directors.

Following World War II, the Permian Basin bands progressed even more rapidly. One of
the leaders at this time was G. T. Gilligan who became the band director at Kermit High
School and developed one of the better bands in the area. Another leader at this time
was Robert L. Maddox who really got things going when he became band director at
Odessa High School. He was a dynamic leader in the State first as president of T.M.E.A.
Bands in the Permian Basin



in 1946-47. Later on, in the 50's and 60's, he served as Region Executive Secretary of
the U.I.L.

Odessa's population was less than 3,000 in 1937-38. Because of the oil boom, the
population increased to over 50,000 in 1950. At that time, Odessa schools paid teachers

more than any other schools in the State. The oil companies' taxes allowed the school
district to hire directors like Ralph L. Mills, who was a successful high school director at

Lamesa High School, to come to Odessa as the Odessa Junior High School director in
1949. Ralph led this junior high band to a very high level. A number of band directors
were of the opinion that the Odessa Junior High Band performed on a higher level than
some of the high school bands in the smaller classifications.

Another gentleman who had a very positive impact on Permian Basin bands was Wesley
May. He had been a really outstanding band director in Pecos and Odessa prior to

opening music stores in Midland and Odessa. Wesley May was an excellent mentor for
many directors in the Permian Basin and was partly responsible for the rapid
improvement of the bands in this area. Mr. May, who had been my high school band
director, was my primary mentor and supporter when I began to be a junior high band
director in Odessa and continued to do so after I became band director at Permian High
School. He maintained a coffee room in his store in Odessa which became a meeting
place on Saturday mornings for band directors to meet critique, and discuss methods
and ideas to improve their work. Tommy Fry, a very competent band director who was
beginning to arrange and compose for bands, was manager of the Odessa store. He

promoted and took part in these important discussions. Tommy made significant
contributions to the band directors' efforts to improve their teaching.

When I came to Odessa in 1950 to teach at Bowie Junior High School, it was my second
year as a director. Gene Smith was hired the same year. That first year, Gene, Ralph
Mills and I became colleagues and friends. Two and one-half years later Bill Dean came
to Odessa and Gene, Bill and I became good friends and later fierce competitors, each of
us at a different junior high school. By 1960, Gene was at Ector High School, Bill was at
Odessa High School and I was at Permian High School. Later on Gene became the band
director at Lee High School in Midland and the 60's became very competitive years for
the three of us. Our friendship continued and we shared ideas and philosophy.

Bands in the Permian Basin



Also during this time, Dan Gibbs came to Monahans and started an absolute dynasty
during his years there. Dan and I became good friends and shared ideas about the
literature that we programmed and helped each other with drills for half-time shows. It

was very special to have him as a friend and colleague. Band programs throughout the
Permian Basin by this time were very strong. Van Ragsdale, a virtual barn-burner band
director, appeared on the scene. He taught at Hood Junior High School, leading them to
honor band status. He later moved to Lee High School in Midland and also produced an
honor band there. In the 90's he became the director at Permian High School.

Throughout the 70's and 80's, Charles Nail at Permian High School was without a doubt
one of the most outstanding band directors in the State; in my opinion, the best. Along

with having an honor band, his marching band was a winner in the state marching
contest. In addition, his Permian orchestra was chosen honor orchestra on two

occasions, and performed a concert at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago. Charles served as
orchestra division chairman and in 1988-89 served as president of T.M.E.A.

From the early 90's to the present time, there were many notable band directors who
came to the Permian Basin and produced very outstanding bands. If I attempt to name
all of them, I fear that I might leave someone out. However, I do feel compelled to
recognize two people who have made significant contributions: Randy Storie and Cindy
Bulloch. During Randy Storie's tenure at Lee, he produced many outstanding bands.
Randy is, in my view, an extremely unselfish band director. He shares his band with
many other directors, and with his band he supports Lee High School and the city of

Midland beyond normal expectations. Cindy Bulloch came to Odessa in the late 80's and
was responsible for developing and maintaining outstanding bands at Nimitz Junior High
School. Cindy, an excellent teacher of fundamentals of music, also influenced kids to be
exceptional citizens. Recently retired, Cindy continues to be active judging, directing
region bands and conducting clinics all over the State. Cindy is a great friend to our
family.

My years as a band director were enjoyable and fulfilling and I have enjoyed many
opportunities to work with bands through the years. I am grateful for the experience of
working with other directors.

Bands in the Permian Basin



Legends of the Permian Basin - Timeline of Bandmasters Hall of Fame Members
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Legends ofthe Permian Basin
Biographies of members of the Texas Bandmasters Hall of Fame

W.A.TonyAnderson---------------------- ...
Tony became the bandmaster at Henryetta, Oklahoma in 1946. This was the start of seventeen years of honors for the Henryetta
band. They were the first Oklahoma band to perform in the Rose Parade in Pasadena, California; Oklahoma Honor Band in 1957;
marched the Kennedy Inauguration in 1961; and selected Outstanding Band at Tri-State Music Festival, Enid, Oklahoma, in 1961. The
Henryetta band also won the Oklahoma University Band Day competition 13 out of 17 years. In 1963, Midland, Texas called and
Tony began a distinguished career in the Lone Star State winning eleven Sweepstakes at Midland, Abilene, and North Mesquite. His
1967 Midland High School Band was named the Outstanding Band at the Buccaneer Days Festival in Corpus Christi. Tony Anderson
was named Bandmaster of the Year by T.B.A. in 1981, and was selected to the Oklahoma Bandmasters Hall of Fame in 1986. He has
been an inspiration to many young teachers in Texas and Oklahoma throughout his 32 year teaching career. His musical skills are
surpassed only by his people skills. Truly a product of the Southwest, he has given his great love for music to the succeeding
generations in Maud, Henryetta, Midland, Abilene, and Mesquite.

Don Baird------------------------------------------------------_.
After graduation from Phillips University in 1954, he auditioned for and was accepted in the U. S. Army Band in Washington, DC, as
euphonium soloist. A daughter, Leslie, was born on June 23, 1956 and Nadina wanted Don to make the Army a career, but Don could
hardly wait to be a teacher. After his two-year enlistment concluded, he took his wife and family to Urbana, Illinois, and was able to
finish a Master of Music Education degree in only nine months so he could hurry and be a teacher. His first teaching position was in
Caldwell, Kansas, but when an offer came at mid-term to be the assistant band director at Odessa High School under Robert L.
Maddox, he couldn't turn it down. Just three months after taking this new job, a son, Steve, was born on April 8, 1958. Don stayed
as assistant to Mr. Maddox for another year, then took his own band at Bowie Junior High in Odessa, where he was the director
from 1959 until 1962. He had always wanted to teach at the college level, and in 1962 he took the position as ban d director at his
alma mater, Phillips University. Finally an opportunity came from the university at which he had always wanted to teach, West Texas
State University. As had become the habit for the Baird's, their third child, Janie, was born on July 2, 1965, just five weeks before
their move to Canyon, Texas. Den's position at WTSU was Assistant Director of Bands to Dr. Gary Garner and teacher of low brass. In
1972, he suffered a near-fatal heart attack and had subsequent heart surgery. By this time, the low brass studio had grown to such
an extent that WTSU was able to change his job description to teaching only low brass. Don founded the Tuba-Euphonium Ensemble
in 1970 and they toured every year for recruiting purposes and to perform at such events as the first annual TUBA convention held
at the University of Indiana in Bloomington. Don led a very active life until his sudden fatal heart attack on April 21, 1979. His legacy
lives on, not only in his children and grandchildren, but in the lives of those he touched. Leslie, Steve and Jamie have followed very
musical careers and his five grandchildren are also heavily involved in musical activities.

BillCarrico---------------------------+
In the fall of 1953, Bill accepted the position of high school band director in Pecos, Texas, where he remained for 33 years to build an
outstanding band program. He also served for 31 years as high school choral director. In 1954, he organized the first stage band in
the Pecos system and directed it for 26 years. Among the special achievements of the Pecos High Band are Outstanding Concert
Band titles from the Tri-State Festival in Enid, Oklahoma (twice); the Amarillo Festival; the Buccaneer Festival, and Outstanding
Marching Band titles from the Tri-State Festival (3 times) and the Six Flags Festival. Both the band and choir were awarded
numerous Sweepstakes trophies, as well as First Division honors. Bill introduced several popular innovations to entertain fans of the
Pecos Marching Band. Patriotic songs sung by the entire band on the football field with handheld megaphones were received
enthusiastically by the fans. A touch of comedy added once in a while brought smiles to the crowd, and all enjoyed the many drills
and the varied musical selections the students performed. In 1982, following the death of his wife, Bill retired from teaching after 40
years of school service. Bill has said that, in addition to teaching music skills, he always tried to instill in his students responsibility,
good citizenship, discipline and an understanding of the rewards possible through strong group desire and effort. Bill says, "To be
able, even to a small degree, to offer guidance to literally thousands of young people toward their future happiness and well-being is
an awesome undertaking. It's been a fulfilling and rewarding experience. Being paid something approaching a living wage was an
added bonus. It was FUN!"



BillDean-------------------------- .....
Bill started his teaching career in 1950, as High School Band Director at Haskell, Texas. He remained there for 3 years, and then
moved to Odessa in 1953, where he started his long and outstanding teaching career in the Odessa public schools. His first position
was Assistant Director of Bands at Odessa High School with another Phi Beta Mu Hall of Fame member, Robert Maddox. He moved
to Bowie Junior High as Head Director in 1956, and remained there until 1959 when he returned to Odessa High School as Director
of Band and Orchestra. The Odessa marching bands received First Division ratings at UIL Marching Contest for 31 consecutive years.
They appeared at halftime at several professional football games. The Odessa band won UIL Sweepstakes Awards for 20 of the last
22 years Bill directed the band. The concert band was named Outstanding Band at numerous festivals held throughout the U.S. Bill
retired from teaching in 1981, and became store manager for the May and Duncan Music Company in Odessa. He remained there
one year, missed teaching, and returned to music education as Associate Director of the Texas Aggie Band, and director of the Texas
A&M Symphonic Band. Bill retired the second time in 1988. Bill is a past President of TBA; past President of Alpha Chapter, Phi Beta
Mu; past Band Division Chairman and Vice-President of TMEA; an All-State Band organizer during the years of 1969 and 1970. He
was honored as Texas Bandmaster of the Year in 1987 by TBA.

BobDickason------------------------- .....
After teaching at Seagraves for 4 months, Bob's career was interrupted by World War II. He played in service bands at Lubbock,
Brownwood, Mineral Wells, EI Paso, and the Philippines. He also served as 1st Sgt. and Drum Major under CWO Joe L. Haddon,
another Phi Beta Mu Hall of Fame honoree. He was discharged the day after Christmas in 1945, and became band director at Wink in
January, 1946. He remained at Wink until May, 1951, and moved to Crane, Texas in September of 1951. Bob moved to EI Paso in
1963 and taught instrumental music there until his retirement in 1985. Bob's bands won numerous UIL Sweepstakes awards over
the years. His Crane band was runner-up for TMEA State Honor Band in 1958. Bob is a member of TMEA, TBA, Phi Beta Mu, and
TMAA. He has served on the Music Selection Committee for the UIL Prescribed Music List, and has served as Region Chairman and
Region Secretary-Treasurer of TMEA. He was a charter member of Kappa Kappa Psi at Texas Tech. His curriculum guide for beginners
is still used by the EIPaso schools.

JerryFinnell-------------------------- ..
In 1964 Jerry Finnell got a call from Mr. McAdow that a director from far West Texas wanted to drive to Denton to interview him for
a job. The director hired him to work at Monahans and it turned out to be one of the best teaching situations in Texas. The Big Green
Band under Dan Gibbs was one of the top marching bands in the state. Dan was a great mentor to him his first year of teaching and
his influence was instrumental in Jerry's development as a teacher. Tommy Fry and Maurice McAdow also worked with the band
many times, helping it come into its own. In 1969 Don Hanna left Crockett Junior High in Odessa and Jerry moved to that position
where the band really proved to have a lot of pride and spirit. As he learned how much work it took to compete in Odessa, the band
grew into a successful ensemble. Jerry met and became good friends with WT students Randy Storie, Dick Clardy, and Jack Nail who
all were great contributors to the program. Bill Dean and JRMcEntyre also provided excellent support and clinics for the ban d. In
1974, Emmett Clem hired Jerry as director of the Haggard band, where he taught an all-9th grade band one year and a 7th - 9th
grade band the second year. In 1976 he moved to Vines High School where he worked with 9th and 10th grade students and
ultimately taught there for 27 years. During Jerry's 40 years of teaching his Vines band won 33 sweepstakes, including sweepstakes
the last 25 years. Jerry Finnell passed away in January 2010.

TommyFry---------------------------+
Tommy accepted his first job as band director in his hometown junior high school in 1955. One week before school began, he
learned that he was also the choir director. After arguing vehemently that he was ill prepared to direct a choir, he conceded to the
principal's logic that bands and choirs use the same notes and "music is music." The band did well at contest that year; the choir did
better, and received a first in concert at UIL. In 1957, Tommy moved his family, now to include his second daughter Coni, to Rotan,
Texas where he accepted the high school band director position. He later moved to Big Spring and eventually to Levelland. Tommy
maintained his friendship with Wesley May, whom he had met in Big Spring, and in 1960, accepted Wesley May's offer to manage
his store in Odessa. Through his interactions with band directors, who frequented May and Duncan Music, Tommy honed his skills as
a clinician, advisor, and adjudicator. He also practiced his craft of writing and many bands became the testing grounds for his
compositions. As his craft improved, his reputation grew and his compositions were accepted for publication. His long-time friend
and wife of 27 years, Bobbye, encouraged Tommy to return to teaching and in 1979, he accepted the band director position at
McMurry College in Abilene. At McMurry, Tommy doubled the size of the band and more than doubled the size of the instrumental
faculty. In May of 1997, Tommy retired from McMurry University after eighteen years of teaching. The University recognized Tommy
as Associate Professor of Music, Emeritus. Along his long and varied musical journey, Tommy has befriended and been influenced by
many fine musicians and teachers. Most notable are J.R. McEntyre, Robert Maddox, Don Baird, Bill Dean, Gene Smith, Dan Gibbs,
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Charles and Ike Nail, Jack Nail, Dick Clardy, Don Hanna, and Van Ragsdale. Tommy recognizes Wesley May who made it possible for
him to be "everybody's assistant band director," Macon Sumerlin, who taught him composition, J.R. McEntyre, who performed his
music at so many different venues, and all the wonderful west Texas folks who remain close friends to this day.

DanGibbs----------------------------------------------------.
After graduation from North Texas in three years at age 20, Mr. Maurice McAdow invited Dan to stay on and get his master's degree
and become the graduate assistant band director. This turned out to be the greatest thing that ever happened to his career. Through
studying conducting and working daily with Mr. McAdow, Dan learned that there was a lot more to making music than just playing
right notes and rhythms. Mr. McAdow taught him that music really comes from the "heart and soul" and gave him a daily example of
all the attributes of a real gentleman. At age 21, married for four and a half years with a master's degree, Dan was hired to be the
junior high band director in Monahans in 1958. Never having witnessed a marching contest, Dan took his first band to contest in
Odessa, and marched between J. R. McEntyre's Bonham Junior High Band, and Bill Dean's Bowie Band. Dan's band ended their
marching show with a minstrel turn to the press box playing the trio to "Rifle Rangers March" ...not knowing that "Rifle Rangers" was
the Bowie band's fight song. After hearing the Monahans band play their fight song, the Bowie band came down field playing "King
Size March." Dan says they were marching about 180 beats a minute, and they were blowing the grass out of the ground.
After three years at the junior high, Dan became the high school director where he had an exciting twenty-one year career.
Some of the highlights of Dan's career are being named TMEA Honor Band in 1972 and 1976; appearing many times on national
television during Dallas Cowboys halftimes (a special memory is when the Monahans "Big Green Band" performed the first Cowboys
halftime in Texas Stadium in October, 1972 with President Lyndon Johnson, Lady Bird, and Mamie Eisenhower in attendance),
performing at the Music Educators National Conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico, with Tommy Fry conducting the premier
performance of "Triptych." During his illustrious career, many outstanding individuals have influenced Dan. Most notable are Roger
Winslow, Eddie Fowler, Maurice McAdow, Wesley May, J.R. McEntyre, Bill Dean, Gene Smith, Dean Killion, Sam Robertson, Francis
McBeth, G.T. Gilligan, Tommy Fry, Ronnie Smith, and Ronnie Vaughn. When asked of his greatest accomplishment, Dan says "My
greatest accomplishment is being married to Shirley for 48 years, and having two fantastic kids, the 'world's finest' son-in-law and
daughter-in-law, and five 'state-of-the-art' grandkids. They are my heroes."

G.T.Gilligan-----------------------------.
The Big "K" Band of Kermit High School was the product of 33 years of service by G. T. Gilligan. "Gilly" was born on January 14, 1915
in Green County, Indiana, attended high school in Austin, Texas where he played trombone in fellow Phi Beta Mu Hall of Fame
member Weldon Covington's band. He attended Hardin-Simmons and the University of Indiana before receiving his degrees from
Texas Tech. "Gilly" taught in Brownfield and Ballinger prior to World War II. During the war years he was a ground school instructor.
In 1947, he moved to Kermit where the legend began. He taught high school band, and was later Band Coordinator and Supervisor
for the Kermit ISD. His bands received 18 Sweepstakes and many other First Division awards. "Gilly" was named Teacher of the Year
in 1959, and TBA selected him Bandmaster of the Year in 1970. He is held in the highest esteem by his fellow band directors
throughout the Southwest as evidenced by his being in much demand as an adjudicator in Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico. He
has served as an adjudicator at every Texas State Solo and Ensemble Competition at the University Texas since its inception. He has
also judged in every region in the state. Gilligan is a remarkably unique human itarian. He is the happiest when he is promoting his
fellow man, young or old. Gilly and his wife, LaNere, still live in Kermit.

DonHanna
In 1964, Sweetwater High School Band Director Pat Patterson hired Don to serve as director of the Junior High School band. In 1966,
the Hannas moved to Odessa, where Don served as the band director at Ector Junior High and Crockett Junior High. In 1969, th ey
moved to Fort Stockton where he assumed his duties as director of bands. He was invited to become a charter member of the Texas
Music Adjudicators Association and later was honored with membership in Phi Beta Mu, nominated by his colleague and friend G. T.
Gilligan, revered director of the Kermit High School Band. In 1979, he was named director of bands for the Denton lSD, where his
son Alan, a trumpet player, and daughter Kimberley, an oboe player, would later be students in his band. In 1992, superintendent of
the Amarillo lSD, a former Phi Mu Alpha brother at Hardin-Simmons University, persuaded Don to accept the position of band and
orchestra director at Amarillo High School. During his 3D-year teaching career, Don's bands accumulated 28 University
Interscholastic League sweepstakes awards, qualified for the state marching contest every year but one, and were in the finals for
the state honor band competition four times. His bands traveled to national competitions and were named outstanding in class 13
times. Don retired from the public schools in 1994 to become director of bands and associate professor of music at Hardin-Simmons
University, where his bands would average 35 to 40 performances each year. The Cowboy Band made three European tours, was
invited to perform at the Gubernatorial Inauguration of Governor George W. Bush and later his Presidential Inauguration. The
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Concert Band received the first invitation in the University's history to perform for the Texas Music Educator's Association
Convention. He retired in 2002 from Hardin-Simmons. One year after retirement, his love for teaching brought him back into the
classroom at Pantego Christian Academy in Arlington. He taught band to students in grades five through 12, and during his first year
he recruited 38 of the 42 fifth-graders to join the band. In 2004, a former student asked him if he would consider teaching beginners
in his feeder school. He accepted the position and was hired two years later as the instrumental music specialist for the Fort Worth
ISD. He served as vice president of TMAA from 1990-1992, state band chairman for TMEA from 1992-1994, president-elect,
president and past president of TMEA from 1994-1997. He has been honored in his profession many times, beginning with a seat in
the Texas All-State Band in 1958, his induction into Phi Beta Mu in 1973, dedication of the All-School Sing at Hardin-Simmons
University, induction into the ABA, and invitations to present clinics at state conventions throughout the country. In 2005, he was
honored with the Bayard H. Friedman Award at a Fort Worth Symphony concert. In 2006, he received the Meritorious Achievement
Award from the Texas Bandmasters Association.

J.VV.King---------------------------------------------------+
J.W. has been Director of Bands at Westbrook High School, 1941-42; Big Spring High School, 1947-53; Hale Center High School, 1953-
70; Canyon High School 1970-79; and Assistant Director at Plainview High School, 1979-1983. He has also been active in summer
band camp activities, having taught in The Texas Tech Band Camp for 15 years, the Midwestern State University Band Camp for 25
years, and the West Texas State University Band Camp for a total of 32 years. J. W. Has served as President of Alpha Chapter, Phi
Beta Mu, President of the Texas Bandmasters Association, and President of TMEA. He is a member of the American Bandmasters
Association, and the American School Band Directors Association. In 1977, TBA recognized J. W. as Bandmaster of the Year. In 1965,
he was recognized by the School Musician magazine in the feature called "They Are Making America Musical". J. W. and his wife,
Mary Jane, were recognized by the University of North Texas Concert Band when the band extended an invitation to their three
children to perform with the North Texas Band at TMEA in 1989 as soloists, and J. W. as one of the guest conductors. Their child ren
are: Dr. Mary Karen Clardy, faculty, University of North Texas; Nancy Sanders, woodwind instructor, McMurry University; and John
King, Principal Trumpet in the "California Symphony" and freelance trumpet player in the Bay Area. J. W.'s bands have been
consistent Sweepstakes winners in UIL events, and have won many outstanding awards at other festivals throughout the United
States. J. W.'s Canyon High School Band played for President Gerald Ford when he made an appearance in Canyon in 1976.

EverettMaxwell
Everett Maxwell's first teaching job was at Bronte, Texas in 1934 where he taught elementary subjects and band. He moved to
Anthony, New Mexico in 1936 and taught science and band. Two years later, he moved to Lovington, N.M. and taught only band. He
started the band program in Denver City in 1940. During World War II, he worked for General Dynamics in Ft. Worth. Everett moved
to Cordell, Oklahoma in 1946 to teach band again. In 1947, he moved to Andrews, Texas, and taught band in the high school for 12
years. Everett moved to Lubbock in 1959, and taught one year at Lubbock Christian College before going to Abernathy where he
taught band for 9 years. He returned to Lubbock Christian College in 1969 and retired from the college in 1975. Everett tried to retire
several times, but Lubbock Christian High School kept calling him back to teach either science or band or both. Finally in 1985, he
retired permanently. During his teaching career, Everett wrote many arrangements for his bands, also composed numerous
marches which were published by Southern Music Co. of San Antonio. Marcho Vivo was his first published march, written in the mid
50's while at Andrews. The balance of his marches were written and published while he was at Abernathy, except for March
Differente, which was written as part of his doctoral work. The most played of his marches has been Ojo de Aquila.

RobertL.Maddox----------------------------------------------+
Robert Maddox solidified the band programs in Odessa and began bringing national prominence to the west Texas oil community.
Mr. Maddox was born on March 20, 1907 in Ballinger. His musical career began in Ballinger about 1921 when he learned to playa
cornet he had obtained from a mail-order catalog. It was in the 1930's when Mr. Maddox graduated from Baylor University with a
BBA degree. He began teaching in Ranger in 1923. When he went to Cisco in 1935, band was a part of the regular school program. It
was in Cisco that Mr. Maddox received his first Superior rating in a contest. His 1939 move to Mexia, a major step up in his career,
permitted him to devote his teaching time solely to band work. In 1946, the Odessa years began. Until 1959, Robert Maddox held
the baton over the Odessa High Broncho Band, and in 1959 he became the first Coordinator of Music for the Ector County
Independent School District, a position he held until retirement in 1973. During his 15 years at Odessa High, the band won 12
Sweepstakes. He received commendations from the President of the United States, and also from the Governor of Chihuahua for
three "People-to-People" tours to Mexico. Mr. Maddox served as state Band Chairman for TMEA, and was President of TMEA in
1946-1947. He was President of the Alpha Chapter of Phi Beta Mu in 1957. He was one of the earliest members of TBA, and was
selected Texas Bandmaster of the Year in 1959. He was also elected to membership in the American Bandmasters Association. He



(Robert L. Maddox, continued)
served as Executive Secretary of Region VI of the UIL for many years. The latest addition of the Robert L. Maddox Music Buil ding on
the Odessa High School campus, in the spring of 1990, is a local tribute to Mr. Maddox as a musician, educator, and humanitarian.

WesleyC.Mav-------------------------..,.
Wesley May has played a definite hand in the band history of the Permian Basin of Texas. He has served as a director, salesman, and
clinician to bands in the wide open country that is famous for its oil and bands. Wes was born in Bandera on November 8, 1914 to
Rev. James Dewitt May and Ophelia Campbell May. Wes was the sixth child of seven. The family lived around San Antonio until 1923
when they moved to Alpine and Wes was enrolled in the Sui Ross College Demonstration School as a fourth grader. In 1928, Wes
attended the Sui Ross Sub-College. In 1930, two important things happened to Wes. He received a trombone and a book issued by
the Sui RossMusic Department and he graduated from high school. During the summer, he played in the municipal band sponsored
by the Lions Club. Between 1930 and 1935, he played trombone with the college orchestra and also played in the college dance
band. In 1933, he graduated with a degree in chemistry and math and worked for the CWA and at the Elite Cafe and Soda Fountai n.
In 1934, Wes started teaching in the Valentine schools where his duties included teaching math, science and health. In 1935, Wes
moved to Pecos High School teaching algebra and trigonometry and he started the first Pecos Band with 40 beginning students.
During the summer he taught College Algebra and Analytical Geometry at Sui Ross and also took a course in Harmony. He received
advanced standing in Music Theory and Sight Singing. In the summer of 1937, Wes went to Abilene to attend the VanderCook Band
School at Hardin-Simmons University. In December of 1938 he married Evanelle Arnold, who had come to Pecos to teach Language
Arts in the junior high. In the summers of 1938 to 1940, Wes attended the Texas Tech Band Camps, which were six weeks in
duration. In 1941, Wes moved to Odessa where he directed the Odessa High School Band until 1945. One of his drum majors there
was fellow Hall of Fame member, J. R. McEntyre. In 1945, Wes moved to Abilene to become a music dealer. In 1953 he founded the
Wesley May music company and in 1960, it became known as May and Duncan Music Company where Wes stayed until his
retirement in 1982. Wes received the Outstanding Contributor award from Phi Beta Mu in 1984. Wes still drives countless miles
attending concerts, contests, band camps, and cliniclng bands. Wes joins Texas Bandmasters Hall of Famer members Alto Tatum and
Earl Ray as music merchants who also teach teachers.

J.R. McEntyre-------------------------....
J. R. McEntyre began teaching in Odessa in 1950, serving as band director at the newly opened Bowie Junior High. He also worked
with Hall of Fame member, Robert Maddox, band director at Odessa High. Bonham Junior High was opened in 1955 with J. R. being
that school's first band director. In 1959, Permian High School opened its doors and the incredible tradition of that band began with
J. R. At the helm, J. R.'s bands not only received sweepstakes awards each year that he taught, but they also received First Division
ratings in each and every contest they entered. The "Mojo" Band is widely acclaimed thanks to Mr. McEntyre's dedicated work. The
Permian Band was also selected 5-A honor band during J. R.'s tenure. J. R. was honored by being selected Bandmaster of the Year by
T.B.A. He has served as president of TMEA and TMAA (Texas Music Adjudicators Association), and he has also served as State Board
Chairman. He is a member of the American Bandmasters Association, Texas Bandmasters Association, TMEA, TMAA, and Phi Beta
Mu. J. R. has taught in many summer band camps including West Texas State University, Texas Tech, and McMurry. He even taught
band in college for one day before his great love for public school bands overrode his academic instincts. He.has co-authored a band
method series entitled "Division ofBeat", and he has also served as an All-State conductor. J. R. has not completely retired as he is
still an active clinician and adjudicator. It was in the spring of 1991 when he was called to take over the podium at Hood Junior High.
Although J. R. discovered there was a difference in teaching junior high students in 1949 and 1991, he did take the Hood Junior High
Band to the U.I.L. contest where they received a First Division in Concert and Sight-Reading. J.R. McEntyre is married to Evelyn and
together they had four children; Marcia, Janice, John, and David.

Dr.RalphL.Mills---------------------- ....
Ralph Lee Mills was born April 4, 1922 in Cleburne, Texas. He graduated from Abilene High School in 1940. From 1942-1946, he was
a bandsman in the Army Air Forces Band, and also a member of the Colorado Springs Symphony Orchestra. In 1947, Ralph became
band director at Lamesa High School and remained there through 1949. It was also in 1949 that he received his B.S. degree in
Performance Practices at McMurry College in Abilene. From 1949-1951, he was with the Odessa schools and a member of the
Odessa Symphony Orchestra. In 1951 (through 1954), Ralph was high school band director and coordinator of instrumental music for
the Midland schools. In 1954, he became music director and coordinator of music for the First Baptist Church in Midland, a position
he held through 1959. During his 8 years in Midland, he was also a member of the Midland Symphony Orchestra. In 1960, Ralph
earned his master's degree at the University of Southern California, and later received his doctorate from the same university. He
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studied clarinet with Mitchell Lurie while attending U.S.c. From 1961-1962, he was director of instrumental music for the Garden
Grove Unified High School District, and was a member of the Anaheim Symphony Orchestra. In 1961-1964, he was director of
instrumental music at EI Camino College in Torrance, California, and also was a member of the Long Beach Symphony Orchestra.
Ralph returned to Texas in 1964 where he became professor of music, director of bands, and chairman of the instru mental division
of music at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, a position which he held for 18 years. The past performances of his bands
include the Texas Music Educators Association, College Band Directors National Association, Music Educators National Conference,
and the combined American Bandmasters Association/Japanese Band Directors Association in Honolulu, Hawaii.
In 1976, he was named Texas Bandmaster of the Year. In May of 1988, the State of Texas Board of Regents, Texas State University
System, passed a resolution designating Ralph "Professor of Music and Director of Bands Emeritus at Sam Houston State Univers ity"
to hold that title in perpetuity. It was presented to him personally by the Board of Regents. Ralph's professional affiliati ons include
the American Bandmasters Association, College Band Directors National Association, Texas Bandmasters Association, Texas Music
Educators Association, Music Educators National Conference, Houston Professional Musicians Union, Pi Kappa Lambda, Phi Beta Mu,
Phi Mu Alpha and Kappa Kappa Psi.

MelvinMontgomery-------------------------+
Melvin Montgomery's first teaching position was at Stephen F. Austin High School in Port Acres, Texas. During his four year tenure,
his bands received three Sweepstakes awards. In 1952 he became Director of Bands at Snyder High School. During his sixteen year
tenure, the Snyder band amassed an enviable record of contest honors. They won fifteen consecutive Sweepstakes at UIL and
several honors at the Tri-State Music Festival. At the Buccaneer Festival, the Snyder band was four times selected as the Outstanding
Concert Band in its class and seven times won the Grand Sweepstakes award. They were consistently ranked among the top five
bands in their classification in state Honor Band competitions. In 1966, the Snyder band was chosen as the TMEA Honor Band in
their classification. Mel was also a pioneer in the stage band movement in Texas. His Snyder High School stage bands won national
acclaim during the 1950's and 1960's and was ranked third among 225 participating schools in the National Stage Band Contest of
1966. His Snyder stage bands also won the highly competitive Brownwood Stage Band Festival twelve of fourteen years from 1954-
1968. n 1968, Mel was selected as Director of Bands at Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. He served for eighteen
years as Director of Bands and Professor of Music. Under his leadership, the SFASUbands gained considerable recognition with both
the marching and symphonic bands and became highly regarded throughout Texas and the United States. The SFASymphonic Band
was invited to perform four concerts for the Texas Music Educators Association and once for the College Band Directors Nation al
Association under Mel's leadership. During his teaching career, Mel was honored with a citation from the Texas state legislature and
selected to membership in the First Chair of America, honoring the nations 100 best high school bands; he was the recipient of the
A. Frank Martin award from Kappa Kappa Psi national band fraternity for his contributions to music education. In 1978, Mel was
selected to membership in the prestigious American Bandmasters Association and in 1986 was given honorary membership in the
Stephen F.Austin State University Band Director's Hall of Fame. In 1993, Mel was selected by the Texas Bandmasters Association as
the Bandmaster of the Year. He was inducted into the Texas Bandmasters Hall Of fame in 1994. After retiring in 1986, Mel continued
to teach on a part-time basis at SFA for several years. He still remains active as a clinician, adjudicator, and guest conductor. The
Stephen F. Austin State University Board of Regents awarded him the title of Emeritus Director of Bands and Professor of Musi c in
1987.

CharlesNail
While attending a spring concert contest in Odessa, Charles Nail heard that a position was open in Pecos, Texas. He would have to
shave his moustache, but he would have a job. Bill Carrico, also a Hall of Fame member, was the high school director in Pecos,
famous for his "singing bands." After three years in Pecos, Charles moved to Odessa to be band director at Bonham Junior High, a
position that his younger brother Ike had just vacated to take the position as band director at Lee High School in Midland. After only
one year at Bonham, the position of band and orchestra director at Permian High School in Odessa became available. J.R McEntyre
had accepted the director of fine arts position. In fall 1972 Charles became the band and orchestra director at Permian. Cha rles and
his talented students earned many honors. The band was selected as the Class 4A Honor Band in 1975, Class 5A Honor Orchestra in
1980 and 1985, and Class SA State Marching Champion in 1982. They received a superior rating or better in every contest and
festival they entered. Charles is past-president of TMEA and TODA. In 1991 he was elected to membership in the prestigious
American Bandmasters Association. He is a member of Phi Beta Mu and a charter member of the Texas Music Adjudicators
Association. Charles currently serves as executive secretary of UIL Music Region VI. He has been fortunate to have been associated
with many of the very finest band directors and teachers, including J. R. McEntyre, Bill Dean, Gene Smith, Robert L. Maddox, Don
Baird, Kyle Crain and Dr. Gary Garner. Charles is grateful to excellent teachers such as Carol Jessup, Kathy Fishburn and many more.
He gives others special thanks: his wife, Brenda, who he describes as the rock for his family. His children Valerie and Thomas not only
had to put up with him as a father, but also as a band director. His brilliant brother, Ike, taught him almost everything he knows
about directing and teaching students. Charles offers his heartfelt thanks to all of these amazing people for their constant support
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and assistance over the years. Last, but certainly not least, Charles would like to thank the thousands of wonderful, hard-working,
talented young men and women who were in the music programs at Permian High, and to whom he gives all credit.

GeneSmith----------------------------------------------------~
Gene Smith's first position was teaching beginners in 10 elementary schools, five schools per day. Not only did he learn to p lay all
the instruments right along with the students, but he had the opportunity to observe, in action, band directors and fellow Hall of
Famers Ralph Mills and J. R. McEntyre. After that year, Ralph Mills left Odessa and Gene inherited the Crockett Junior High Band, a
position he held for six years. It was during those six years that Gene had the privilege of knowing and competing with fellow junior
high directors, Bill Dean at Bowie Junior High and J. R. McEntyre at Bonham Junior High. Gene says that "We loved each other like
brothers - we and our families were together almost every day - we ate, slept, and breathed 'band' - but there was nothing we
wouldn't do to beat each other." In 19S7, Odessa opened its second high school, Ector High School, and Gene Smith was its fi rst
band director. The following year Odessa opened its third high school, Permian High School, and J. R. McEntyre was its first band
director. That same year, Bill Dean became the band director at Odessa High School, following Robert Maddox, who became
supervisor. It was at Ector High School that Gene Smith's "show-style" marching band concept began to emerge. In 1962, Gene
Smith accepted the band position at Denver City High School. His band earned three Sweepstakes, and Gene became proficient at,
and well known for, his own marching band arrangements. As a result, he was asked to serve as marching band clinician in Texas,
Oklahoma, New Mexico, Colorado and California. Then, in 1965, Gene was named band director at Midland's Robert E. Lee High
School. With 200 students who could play on a very high level of competency and musicality, he embarked upon four fantastic years
which put life in the fast lane. The Lee Band went on to win Outstanding Concert Band award at Tri -state performing Richard
Strauss' tone poem, Don Juan. In January 1969, Daniel Sternberg, Dean of the Baylor School of Music, summoned Gene to come to
Baylor. While at Baylor from 1969 to 1973, Gene successfully promoted a commission from the Ludwig Drum Company for Karel
Husa to compose his "Concerto for Percussion and Wind Ensemble." The Baylor Symphonic Band performed at the TMEA
Convention in 1971; the Golden Wave Marching Band performed at a Dallas Cowboys game in 1972, and the Baylor Wind Ensemble
performed at the MENC conference in Wichita, Kansas, in 1973. The next five years Gene was simultaneously involved in two
careers. In 1973, he moved to Lawton, Oklahoma, to become Director of Instrumental Music at Cameron University as well as
serving as conductor of the Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra. An opportunity to return to Texas as conductor of the San Angelo
Symphony and coordinator of the San Angelo ISOorchestra program came in 1978. Gene retired from the San Angelo Symphony in
1997, but continues to serve as Music Director and Conductor of the Big Spring Symphony Orchestra and Chorus. Gene served two
years as TMEA Band Chairman in 1968-1969 and many leadership roles for TMEA and UIL. He also played principal clarinet in the
Midland-Odessa Symphony and section clarinet in the Waco Symphony.

ClydeWilson-------------------------- ..
Clyde'S high school band director at Midland, Dr. Joe Haddon, also a Hall of Farner, had a profound influence on Clyde. He too k Clyde
to New York and Columbia University during the summer of 1958. Many aspiring young directors were working on advanced
degrees, and Clyde was included in the curriculum and began his career in conducting there with the summer University orchestra.
He took private lessons from famous New York Philharmonic players Bill Bell and Louis Van Haney, and this experience cemented his
ambition to be a band director. Already he had taken up clarinet, oboe, cornet, baritone, French horn and tuba because Dr. Haddon
insisted that he become adept on other instruments. After graduation, Clyde went to West Texas State College, where Ted Creager
had just begun his tenure as band director. ather notables attending at this time were Harlon Lamkin, Harris Brinson, Charles Nail
and Jeff Doughton. Clyde auditioned and was awarded the Amarillo Symphony scholarship. Conductor A. Clyde Roller and later
Thomas Hostadt became tremendous influences on Clyde, along with teachers Don Baird, Gerald Hemphill and Houston Bright.
In the summer of 1962 a young director in Hereford hired Clyde as part-time assistant and junior high school band director. Clyde
spent the next four years in this perfect learning environment with Ben Gollehon, also a Hall of Famer. The concept of "team
teaching" was just beginning to surface and Ben and Clyde made the most of it with the Hereford program. The Hereford Honor
Band performance at the Texas Music Educators Association convention in Austin received a rousing standing ovation. Ben Gollehon
was truly a master, friend and mentor. In the summer of 1965 Clyde met and married Barbara Jean Thompson, a flight attendant for
American Airlines, in Buffalo, N.Y. Barbara experienced "West Texas shock" after moving to Hereford, Texas and soon to Tulia. The
Gollehon family, especially Ben's wife Virginia, helped smooth the transition to Hereford. Clyde spent 21 years at Midland High
School and six years at Lee High School. His bands amassed many UIL sweepstakes awards and were honored at national festivals.
The band traveled and performed in California, Arizona, Nashville, st. Louis, Orlando, Monterey, Mexico and Colorado. The
successful years in Midland were realized thanks to Randy Storie. When Randy was hired to be the director at San Jacinto Junior
High, the program at Midland took off. Team teaching was used and never discarded. The band participated in the 1982 and 1985
Tournament of Roses Parades in Pasadena, Calif. with more than 250 students, and most of these band members had been in
Randy's junior high bands. Five years later, Clyde joined Randy's team at Lee High School as freshman school band director, where
he served until his retirement in 1995. Important influences in Midland included Hall of Famers Wesley May, J.R. McEntyre, Bill Dean
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and Dan Gibbs. Clyde holds membership in Kappa Kappa Psi, Ph Beta Mu, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, TMEA and TBA. He is a PTA life
member and charter member of TMAA.

DouglasDeanWiehe------------------------,..
While at North Texas working on a master's degree in music history, Doug was Mr. McAdow's graduate assistant. When Doug
graduated, Mr. McAdow drove to Beeville, Texas and encouraged the school board and Superintendent Floyd Parsons, to hire Doug
and Donna Wiehe. Doug was hired as director of the high school band, junior high band and the high school choir. In addition to his
regular duties he gave every student free private lessons. While in Big Spring, Doug began spending time in the summer to work on a
doctorate at the University of Colorado. He asked Royce Lumpkin to run his high school summer band program while he was away at
school, opening the opportunity for Royce to meet his future wife who played in Doug's band. In 1966, Doug was asked to be a full-
time assistant director of bands at North Texas University. He also taught music history, band methods and brass methods. He later
finished his doctorate at the University of Oklahoma. In 1971, he was named director of bands at Southwest Texas State University
in San Marcos. In 1974, Doug became supervisor of fine arts in the Brazosport Independent School District. He was a member of the
state textbook committee for all subjects, served as TMEA region chairman and for more than 20 years was executive secretary for
UIL Music Region 17. Doug conducted summer musicals for the local theater and was on the Brazosport Symphony Board.
After retiring, Doug and Donna moved to Seguin. They play regularly with the San Antonio Municipal Band, under the direction of
Tom Rhodes and Richard Gonzalez. Doug volunteers for church activities, works in the yard and spends as much time as possible on
the golf courses in and around San Antonio. He and Donna judge solo and ensemble contests for UIL in various regions in the San
Antonio and Austin areas and are able to attend many programs when their grandchildren are performing. When Mr. Parsons
became superintendent in Big Spring, Texas he asked Doug and Donna to come with him to teach band and elementary music. Doug
continued the free private lessons with every band student in the Big Spring High School Band. When Tommy Fry was hired to teach
junior high band, the Frys and the Wiehes spent much time together discussing band music and students over many delicious meals
in their respective kitchens. While at Big Spring, two more children were born to the Wiehe family: Donald in 1958 and Angela in
1963. In 1964 the Big Spring band had 12 wind and percussion students in the all-state band and orchestra, more than any other
school in Texas. Wiehe's band earned sweepstakes for six straight years. At the first marching contest they followed immediately
after Odessa High school's more than 200-member band, directed by Bob Maddox. Doug thought quickly, and triple-spaced his 48
students on the field to make the band look larger. The Big Spring Junior Chamber of Commerce selected Doug as the Outstanding
Teacher of the Year in 1961. In 1964, the Big Spring band traveled to California where Dr. Clarence Sawhill heard them and invited
them to perform in a band festival the next day. This same year the band was selected first runner-up in the TMEA honor band
competition. The band performed in the New Orleans Mardi Gras, at the World's Fair in Seattle, Wash. and Enid, Okla., where one of
the judges was Edwin Franco Goldman, Jr. Goldman told them that it was refreshing to hear a small band play musically. For sight
reading, the march trio was in the key of C with instructions to whistle. Disaster struck when Doug asked them to play their
instruments instead of whistling - the parts were not transposed.



Achievements by the Permian Basin Bands

legends ofthe Permian Basin

Texas Honor Bands from the Permian Basin
YEAR SCHOOL DIRECTOR

1963 Permian High School J.R. McEntyre

1966 Snyder High School Melvin Montgomery

1971 Bonham JH, Odessa Ike Nail

1972 Monahans High School Dan Gibbs

1974 Hood JH, Odessa Van Ragsdale

1975 Permian High School Charles Nail
- -

1976 Monahans High School Dan Gibbs

1979 Robert E. Lee HS, Midland Van Ragsdale

1982 Iraan High School Harold Floyd

1984 Rankin High School Gordon Shultz

1986 Iraan High School Harold Floyd

1988 Grandfalls-Royalty HS Jim Rhodes

1988 Crockett JH, Odessa Ben Walker

1991 Crane High School Scott Mason

1992 Iraan High School Paul Lindley.1992 Crockett JH, Odessa Ben Walker

1995 McCamey MS Dennis/JoAnn Syring

1996 Nimitz JH, Odessa Cindy Bulloch

1999 Monahans High School Tony Gibbs

1999 Crane Middle School Daniel Todd

2004 Nimitz JH, Odessa Cindy Bulloch

2008 Forsan High School Jim Rhodes



UIL State Marching Contest Finalists from the Permian Basin
YEAR CLASS PLACE SCHOOL
1982 AAAAA CHAMPION Permian High School

AAAAA a" Midland Lee High School

1983 A 2nd Rankin High School

A 3rd Iraan High School

AA 4th Stanton High School

AAAAA 3rd Odessa Permian HS
- -

1984 A 2nd Iraan High School

AAAAA 2nd Odessa Permian HS

1985 A 2nd Rankin High School

A 3rd Iraan High School

AA 4th Stanton High School

AAAA s" Pecos High School

AAAAA 3rd Odessa Permian HS

1986 AA CHAMPION Iraan High School

AA 2nd McCamey High School

1987 AA CHAMPION Iraan High School

1988 A 3rd Grandfalls-Royalty HS

AA 2nd McCamey High School

AAA 2nd Crane High School

1989 A 5th Grandfalls-Royalty HS

AA 2nd Iraan High School

AAA 2nd Crane High School

1990 A, 2nd Rankin High School

AA CHAMPION Iraan High School

1991 AA CHAMPION Iraan High School

1994 AAA s" Crane High School

1996 AAA 2nd Crane High School

1998 AAA 2nd Monahans High School

AAA ih Crane High School

2003 AA 4th Forsan High School

AA s" Crane High School

2005 A 2nd Forsan High School

AA 4th Crane High School

2007 A CHAMPION Forsan High School

2009 A 2nd Forsan High School
--



Robert L. Maddox - 1959
G.T. Gilligan - 1970
Ralph Mills - 1976
J.W. King - 1977

W.A. Tony Anderson - 1981
J.R. McEntyre - 1985

Bill Dean - 1986
Melvin Montgomery - 1993

Charles Nail- 2008

Texas Bandmasters of the Year
from the Permian Basin

Past-Presidents of TMEA
from the Permian Basin

Robert Maddox - 1946-1947
J.R. McEntyre - 1970-1972

J.W. King - 1972-1974
Bill Cormack - 1974-1975
Charles Nail- 1988-1989

Kathy Fishburn - 1990-1991
Dick Clardy - 2001-2002

Robert Stovall- 2002-2003
Shawn Bell - 2008-2009

Band Division Chairmen of TMEA
from the Permian Basin

J.R. McEntyre - 1966-1968
Gene Smith - 1968-1970
J.W. King 1970-1972
Bill Dean - 1975-1976

Don Hanna - 1992-1994
Randy Storie - 1996-1998
Dick Clardy - 1998-1999



Past-Presidents of TBA
from the Permian Basin

Bill Dean - 1956
Fred Prentice - 1961
J.W. King - 1966

Cody Myers - 2008

John Phillip Sousa Foundation

Historic Roll of Honor
High School Concert Bands from the Permian Basin

Odessa High School- Robert L. Maddox, director
Permian High School- J.R. McEntyre, director

John Phillip Sousa Foundation

Sudler Flag of Honor Recipients
from the Permian Basin

Robert E. Lee High School, Midland - Randy Storie, director {1991}
Permian High School, Odessa - Mike Watts, director {2008}

J_~hnPhillip Sousa Foundation

Sudler Cup of Honor Recipients
from the Permian Basin

Crockett Junior High School, Odessa - Ben Walker, director (1989)
Nimitz Junior High School, Odessa - Cindy Bulloch, director {1997}



Texas Bandmasters Association

Meritorious Achievement Award
from the Permian Basin

Dick Clardy - 2005
Don Hanna - 2006

Cindy Bulloch - 2010

Texas Bandmasters Association

Texas Exemplary Band Program Award
from the Permian Basin

Robert E. Lee High School, Midland - Randy Storie, director (2007)
Nimitz Junior High School, Odessa - Cindy Bulloch, director (2007)

Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic
Selected Bands from the Permian Basin

Permian High School Orchestra, Charles Nail, director (1985)
Robert E. Lee High School Band, Randy Storie, director (1995)

Permian High School Band, Mike Watts, director (2006)

.John Philip Sousa Sudler Foundation

-Legion of Honor
Selected directors from the Permian Basin

Randy Storie - Robert E. Lee High School, Midland - 1996

Western International Band Clinic
Selected Bands from the Permian Basin

Robert E. Lee High School Band, Randy Storie, director (2008)



Marcia McEntyre Zoffuto Hero Award
Selected directors from the Permian Basin

Randy Storie, director Robert E. Lee High School, Midland Band (2010)

The United States Presidential Inaugural Parade
Selected Bands from the Permian Basin

Robert E. Lee High School Band, Randy Storie, director (1985)
Robert E. Lee High School Band, Randy Storie, director (1989)

Midland High School Band, Gary Doherty, director (2001)
Robert E. Lee High School Band, Randy Storie, director (2001)

Tournament of Roses Parade
Selected Bands from the Permian Basin

Midland High School- Clyde Wilson, director (1982)
Midland High School- Clyde Wilson, director (1986)

Robert E. Lee High School- Randy Storie, director (1993)
Permian & Odessa High School Bands - Bill Harden & Mike Watts, directors (2004)

Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade
Selected Bands from the Permian Basin

Odessa High School- Robert L. Maddox, director (1948)

American Bandmaster's Association
from the Permian Basin

Cindy Bulloch
Don Hannah

Robert L. Maddox
J.R. McEntyre

Ralph Mills
Charles Nail
Randy Storie
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NlUSIC & SOUND

Your locally owned and operated
music store providing:

• Full Service Repair Facility
• Music and Accessories
• New & Used Instruments
• Guitars, Drums, Sound Systems
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